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Comparison of Elder Abuse to Other Forms of Violence
Name
Institution

Similarities Between Elder Abuse and Other Forms of Family Violence
Elder abuse is an act that involves intentional or failure by family or caregivers to take care of the elderly, which causes a risk of harm to them. In this case, older adults are aged 60 years and above. With age, they experience different challenges like health issues that come with incapacitation at some point. The types of elder abuse include physical abuse, emotional or psychological abuse, and sexual abuse. It can also include neglect or abandonment by caregivers, financial exploitation, and healthcare fraud abuse (Miller-Perrin et al., 2017). 

Similarities of Elder Abuse to Other Types of Family Violence
Elder violence is similar to other forms of violence, which include child and other family abuse. The theoretical frameworks that are used to look into the different types of violence are similar and apply to elder abuse. They were developed to get to the core of some of the possible causes of abuse. They include family dynamics, exchange theories, stress theories, individual psychopathology theories, and those that focus on the dependency and powerlessness of the abuse victim.

The perpetrators of abuse to the elderly and children and other forms of violence are also similar. In some cases, they are close family members who are in their right senses or those under the influence of alcohol. More characteristics also stem from the experiences of the abusers at an early age. Some of the perpetrators might have experienced child abuse, which they carry into their adulthood. A similarity is evident in the risk factors for elder abuse. They are exposed to unfavorable conditions at homes and other places of shelter, which are characterized by social isolation or poverty. The effects of such an act are related too. They include low self-esteem, health issues, stigma, self-blame, and death, among others (Miller- perrin et al., 2017).

The theory of social exchange is used in measuring elder abuse. It can also be used when dealing with child physical or sexual abuse. It supposes the victim's dependence on the abuser or vice versa. Elders depend on their caregivers for safety and financial help because of their state. Children, too, are dependent on some of their abusers, who include close family members. The psychopathology of the caregiver theory also examines the state of the caregiver's mind. For instance, some of the abusers in elder abuse use drugs or are under depression and anxiety. The unstable state of mind leads them to abuse the elderly (Abolfathi Momtaz et al., 2013). The theory also applies to children or couples in intimate relationships who experience abuse.

Some of the tools used to measure elder abuse include the elder assessment instrument, which is designed to assess symptoms, signs, and complaints of elder abuse, neglect, exploitation, and abandonment. It can be used widely in medical settings by professional clinicians. This tool can also be used in determining the presence of other forms of abuse to children or adults in intimate relationships.

Conclusion

Elder abuse ranges from physical to sexual violence. Neglect and abandonment also challenge the livelihood of elders. The characteristics of abusers in children and elderly cases are similar. Some of the factors that predispose the elderly to abuse are similar to those of children in any form of abuse. The effects of abuse, such as injury or stigma, also cut across the other levels of violence, which makes the issue universal. The theories that apply to elder abuse, such as the theory of social exchange, can apply to both the elderly and children victims of abuse. The elder assessment instrument is among the tools used to measure elder abuse, and it can also be used in measuring other forms of abuse in children and adult victims of abuse. Therefore, the approaches to elder abuse can be employed in other forms of violence.
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